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| believe one of the long range goals of our national transportation system
should be to better integrate the surface passenger transportation system into
a comprehensive, intermodal network in order to provide more efficiency
and better alternatives to the private auto.

To a large extent, the Department, the Congress, and the funding categories
are all mode-specific. This stovepipe approach limits the ability to develop
and fund intermodal solutions. The barriers to passenger transportation
intermodalism need to be reduced or eliminated.

Specifically, there needs to be comprehensive planning for, and funding of,
intermodal passenger facilities throughout the country, which provide
seamless connections for bus, rail, and air passengers. The Department made
a start in that direction in Section 6002 of its SAFETEA-LU proposal. The
Commission should examine how to build on that proposal in order to create
for the long term, a fully integrated, intermodal passenger transportation
system.



